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It sucks, but we can’t pretend as if all’swell in love and war (oops, media
war…) and wash our hands off. Media is
erring, nay, committing blunders, that too
not without knowing. Yes, we are media
too, and that is why it is all the more
embarrassing.

Creating news for the sake of
grabbing eyeballs! Where is media ethics?
We have seen how ‘highly dented and painted’ (as someone rightly
said to describe those women who try to fish in the troubled waters)
so-called women activists crying foul over a few law students going
to a pub to celebrate a goodbye party.

If girls go to pub and have a drink or two, what is the problem
with some of those media houses? They are the very people who
often talk about the need of ‘woman equality’ and such stuff. Yes,
times have changed. Women are no way inferior to men.

This is not the time to talk about cultural shocks, this is time to
respect fellow human beings, of all genders, be it feminine,
masculine or the transexuals.

It is high time for the media to stop doing non-sense. Who
doesn’t know how some of those prominent media moguls love to
play with the dignity of female colleagues.

The victims of the media mischief, students of NALSAR took
the issue serious. The faculty and students feel it as a matter of grave
concern for an institution of high repute and discipline. While some
doubted the outcome of legal battle with sensationalising media,
others emphasised the need for a law university to fight in principle
against the new crime of voyeurism and stalking committed by
media.

We hang our heads in shame! 
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KCR SHIFTS GEARS, TRS
ENTERS TEENAGE
Kalvakuntla Chandrasekhar Rao, did not fetch
power to his party, the Telangana Rashtra
Samithi(TRS). He is not any where near that, either.
The TRS remained a hanger-on either to the
Congress or to the Telugu Desam-led coalition in
two successive general elections. The party always
banked on by-elections to show its strength and to
keep its pot boiling. 

From unplanned
pregnancies, high infant
and maternal deaths to
unregulated doses of
growth hormone,
Mahbubnagar’s child
brides face vicious health
repercussions

She was in news for all the
wrong reasons of late. It
seems there is more than
what meets the eye in the
mysterious disappearing
and then resurfacing of
upcoming actress Anjali. The
missing story indicates that
there are several such
stories, most of often untold
and unnoticed. 

In a blatant display of
megalomania, Minister for
Labour,
Danam Nagender is on an
assaulting spree, thrashing
and abusing anyone
who comes his way

The scourge of
child marriages
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D BAL REDDY

Police officials seem to be
more than happy when they
catch gold thieves since it

brings prosperity to them.
According to a recently retired
police officer, they never go on
record that 100 per cent recovery
has been made in any gold related
cases. Instead, the recovery of
stolen gold ranges between 30 to 50
per cent in normal circumstances
and the maximum, it is 70 per cent.

It is quite common for the
police personnel, particularly those
attached to crime detection and
control units, to make quick bucks
in the process of stolen gold
recovery. Some officials have even
gone to the extent that they have an
understanding with thieves and give

them a free run in their respective
jurisdictions to carry out thefts and
later share the booty, reliable
sources said. 

Normally, the gold thieves
either mortgage or sell the gold at a
cheaper rate to pawn brokers or
money lenders, who know while
buying that they are purchasing
stolen gold. Yet, police never book
them for buying the stolen gold.
The reason is very simple. The
buyers of stolen gold, popularly
known as 'receivers' pay attractive
mamools and even percentages for
the police on a regular basis.

In some cases, police extort
more than what has been purchased
by the 'receivers' keeping them
under the threat of booking in theft
cases.

A deputy superintendent of

police, one inspector and two police
constables were recently suspended
on charges of extorting 140 grams
of gold, 500 grams of silver and Rs
30,000 after detaining a man for
several days.

Warangal DSP (Crime)G
Jogaiah, Inspector Madan Lal and
constables P Veeraswamy and Shiv
Kumar were suspended recently by
the higher ups for falsification and
extortion by misusing official
position.

However, action against
another police official in a similar
case has been pending for long. In
this case, police officer
Harischandra Reddy extorted 140
grams of gold from a gold smith
Viswanatham of Madhavanagar
area in Sangareddy, though he was
no way connected with any crime.

COPS LOVE
GOLD THIEVES!

If you thought khaki-clad
vanguards of law are all out to nail
thieves and crooks, you are wrong.
Our sources say when it comes to
gold-theft cases, they are all
smiles as such cases bring them a
definite cut, without worrying
about the meddlesome sleuths of
Anti-Corruption Bureau!

Harichandra Reddy (CI)
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Sources said one Talari
Satyanarayana, a thief from
Srirangavaram village in Medchal
Mandal sold 140 grans of gold to a
pawn broker Ramesh Deshmukh of
Sangareddy in 2009, which he had
actually stolen. Subsequently, he
was caught and during
interrogation, the thief confessed
that he had sold the gold to Ramesh.

The receiver in turn pledged
35 grams out of the stolen gold with
goldsmith Viswanatham for Rs
4,000. When police knocked at his
door, Ramesh disclosed that he had
pledged some of the stolen gold
with the goldsmith. It later turned
out that Ramesh deliberately
pledged part of the stolen gold with
Viswanatham to implicate the latter
and get out of trouble, sources said.

The police official
Harischandra Reddy, who was of
the sub-inspector rank officer
working at Sangareddy at that time,
quickly picked up Viswanatham for
questioning. Though he voluntarily
agreed to return the gold, the SI
demanded 140 grams of gold for
not implicating him in the case. He
also assured Viswanath that
Ramesh would return the gold after
he comes out of jail. Accordingly,
he made Ramesh to sign an

undertaking in the police station.
Consequently, Viswanatham

arranged 140 grams of gold out of
fear of being implicated in the case.
On the other hand, Harischandra
Reddy announced that only 80

grams of gold and Rs 2,000 cash
has been recovered, while the
remaining 40 grams of gold was
siphoned off by him, according to
police sources. 

However, five years later,
Viswanatham is yet to get back his
gold from Ramesh. It is said
Ramesh refused to return the gold
arranged by the goldsmith because
Harischandra Reddy has been
supporting him in return for a
handsome bribe, sources said.

Similar cases take place across
the state but the victims do not
speak against the police officials
out of fear of being implicated in
more cases since they deal in gold
day in and day out.

Jogaiah, DSP Shiva Kumar (PC) Veera Swami (PC) Madanlal (CI)
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MONA

As is the mother, so is her
daughter, says an old adage.
As profound as it sounds, it

is also bewildering when the mother
is a child herself. In India, the
transition from wife to mother, in
the case of child marriages, usually
occurs nearly a year after marriage
as young couples expect to have
their first child soon after starting
their life together.

Such is the story of Sirisha*
(all names changed). Just when she

had begun figuring out the physical
changes in her body after attaining
puberty, 12-year-old Sirisha was
married off to a man more than
double her age. At 13, Sirisha is a
mother. Not only a victim of child
marriage but also of an early and
unplanned pregnancy.

Malnourished and crippled, she
lies on a bed after her delivery.
Having wrung her hands in despair
and her eyes fixated on the new-
born baby girl, she says, “I do not
know what to do with this baby. I
don’t understand how to take care of

her.” Sirisha’s helplessness is
evident as her parents wanted her to
deliver the baby at home -- an
example of how home deliveries are
such a dominant part of the vicious
cycle of child marriage.

Sirisha hails from Mudwyn
village in Makhtal mandal of
Mahboobnagar district in Andhra
Pradesh. A district report says that
one in four deliveries takes place at
home, in the absence of a skilled
birth attendant. Mahboobnagar has
the highest number of child
marriages in the state. Over 52 per

The scourge of
child marriages

From unplanned
pregnancies, high infant
and maternal deaths to
unregulated doses of

growth hormone,
Mahbubnagar’s child brides

face vicious health
repercussions
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cent of girls below 18 are married in
the district, claims a National Rural
Health Mission (NRHM) report
said.

Communities where child
weddings are rampant

Early marriages are rampant in
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes
and Backward Classes
communities. Majority of child
marriages take place in Golla,
Kurma and Lambada communities
in this district, reveals Mamatha
Raghuveer, founder-director,
Tharuni (an NGO) and a member of
the state-level committee on child
rights. With Mahboobnagar district
being a severely drought-hit district
of Andhra Pradesh and its
population dependent majorly on
agriculture, child marriages are
inevitable, given that they are
performed with an intention of
providing a secure life for their
daughters.

“Drought is a normal thing
here. What is unusual is the rain,”
quips Yadaiah, a farmer, who
reflects the plight of farmers in
Mahboobnagar and their financial
instability. Yadaiah also got his
daughter married when she was 14.

Emphasis on virginity is also
inherent in child marriages. “Most
of them look at a girl’s body as a site
of family’s honour that should be
sold off as quickly as possible
before it is violated (at the youngest
age),” explains Ms Raghuveer,
adding “the younger, the better.”

This also raises concerns over
the age at which girls become
sexually active. Women who are
married before the age of 18 have
more children than those who marry
later in life, a UNICEF report
claims.

Also, the pressure to
demonstrate fertility and

responsibility to raise children while
still children themselves has drastic
health repercussions on the physical
and mental health of these young
brides.

Complications of early,
unplanned pregnancies

“Until a girl is 20 or 21, her
body is not ready to bear a child,”
says Dr Aparna Khulbey, general
physician.

Even if some of the potential
social consequences of early
childbearing can be mitigated by
strong familial and cultural support,
the physical and nutritional
demands of pregnancy on still-
maturing and inadequately
nourished bodies can endanger
adolescents’ health and increase the
risk of their children falling sick or
dying in infancy, said Guttmacher in
her report on teen pregnancy.

UNICEF states that 66.6 per
cent of the married girls aged
between 15 and 19 are more likely
to experience delivery
complications compared to 57 per
cent of women between 30 and 24
years. Neonatal and child mortality
rates are much higher for younger
(married) girls. Girls under 15 are
five times more likely to die in

childbirth than women in their 20s.
“Girls below 18 are at high risk

of anaemia and pregnancy-related
injuries like fistula, anal ruptures,
etc,” Achyuta Rao, president of
Andhra Pradesh Balala Hakkula
Sangham says.

According to Mahboobnagar
District Health Report for 2011-12,
Neonatal mortality rate constitutes
75 per cent of all the infant deaths in
the state. Surprisingly, the study,
states that no cases of maternal
complications or high risk
pregnancies were reported despite
having one of the highest infant and
maternal deaths in the state.

Teen pregnancies expose girls
to high risk of HIV/AIDs and
sexually transmitted diseases. With
AP having the highest number of
HIV positive cases, there is
evidence that significant number of
these cases may be connected to
child marriages.

A study shows that only about
two per cent of men in the state of
Andhra Pradesh use condoms
during sexual intercourse.
Interestingly, men who had married
child brides have had pre-marital
sex, but their wives were virgins
before marriage – an obvious fact
given their underage at the time of
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marriage. “The risk of multiple
sexual partners within and outside
the institution of marriage exposes
them to high risk of STDs,” explains
MS Raghuveer.

Genital ulcers, itching in the
genitals, bad-smelling urethral and
vaginal discharge are common
symptoms, said says Dr Khulbey.

Even their mental health goes
for a toss. “Depression, isolation
and stress is what they usually go
through,” describes Jim De, a rights
professional. This also limits them
to the roles of wives and mothers,
rendering them powerless.
Growth Hormone doses for
pre-teens

Closely related to child
marriage is the commercial sexual
exploitation of children. Trafficking
of girls under the garb of marriage
is always, and often, invisible.

“Unregulated doses of growth
hormone are given to these girls if
their physical attributes are not
grown,” says Mr Rao, pointing out
to the emerging trend in child
marriages. “Many of these girls are
sold and re-sold multiple times,
eventually losing their identity,” he
adds.

Growth hormones are available
at a few pharmacy stores without
even providing a prescription—an
example of how stringent measures
under the Indian Pharmacy laws are
not implemented. “They are mostly
administered by quacks who pose as
doctors,” Mr Rao explains.

According to medical findings,
growth hormone causes several
hormonal changes. Apart from early
puberty, girls develop feelings of
love, trust and sexual arousal. “This
is how the hormone is being
misused," he reveals.

The results can be scary. “Girls
as young as 7 or 8 grow up to look
like teenagers,” he warns. This

dangerous practice, though novel,
can cause seizures, side-effects and
affect the central nervous system.

Emotions of a pre-teen run
wild. “It’s kind of a shock to the
body, and having to adjust to these
newly introduced hormones isn’t
easy,” explains Dr Khulbey.

Dismal health services
To make matters worse,

adolescents aged 18 or younger are
significantly less likely to receive
any skilled prenatal or delivery care
than older women.

A health audit report states that
none of the sub-centres in the
district perform institutional
deliveries, although the Andhra
Pradesh Facility Survey, 2008,
mentions that 96.8 per cent of sub-
centres in the district provide natal
care. If, according to the latter
statement natal care rate is as high
as 96.8%, even the number of
deliveries should be high at sub-
centres. But the first point says “no
deliveries at sub- centres”. This is a
clear case of contradiction often

evident in government reports.
Even the funds disbursed for

healthcare services in the district are
met with undue interference of
politicians, making it extremely
difficult to address health needs of a
district languishing in despair. A
medical officer, on condition of
anonymity, reveals that a local
politician expects a share of Rs
15,000 from Rs 1 lakh released as
the Hospital Development Society
(HDS) fund.

Astonishingly, the Janani
Surakasha Yojana (JSY) that
promises cash incentives to women
having institutional deliveries at
public health institutions is not used
being used, given that the services
at public hospitals are depressing.

“Even if all the public
institutional deliveries and home
deliveries get cash incentives under
JSY, about 20 per cent of reported
deliveries still miss the payment.
This, amid low registration of
births,” explains Dr Rachana, a
health inspection officer.

Further, “data on natal history,
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complications and condition of both
mother and child were missing.
Over-reporting was a major
drawback in all the health records,”
she adds. According to Mamidi S.
Chandra, director, Carped and a
member of the Integrated Child
Protection Unit, “district health
workers, ANMs, ASHA workers are
also a cause for miserable state of
medical services.”

Of the 3,646 ASHA workers in
the district, about 1,000 have
stopped working and half of the mid
wives who have performed
deliveries do not know how to use
the delivery kit. “ASHA workers
and ANMs do not spread awareness
about early pregnancy risks,” Mr
Chandra states.

Interestingly, the low
awareness levels are directly
proportional to low literacy levels
(below 39 per cent according to a
district report) and inversely
proportional to drop-out rates of
kids from schools. Pawani Kumari,
a teacher from Akwaipally village of
Mahaboobnagar says: “We try to

educate as many girls about the risks
involved in early marriages. They
lack support at home. Most of them
oppose, but their resistance doesn’t
last long.”

Teachers from this school were
successful in rescuing a student
from a child marriage. Another
teach, M. Parameshwar, explains:
“A IX standard student, a class
topper, had approached us for help.
Few days before her wedding, we
spoke to her parents about her
education and the risks involved.
But her parents did not budge.”

The Akwaipally High School
teachers along with the police were
able to stop the girl’s forced
wedding and saved her. She is
pursuing her graduation in
B.Pharmacy from Hyderabad,” they
said.

Though there were no child
brides in the school during my visit,
most of the girls were yet to be
brides. “Almost, all our parents
want us to get married this year or
may be, by next year,” rues
Chaitanya, an VIII standard student.

When asked about Sirisha’s
case from Mudhwyn, a coy
headmaster of the Akwaipally High
school, K. Satti Reddy, admits:
“Yes, there was a lot of talk about it.
It is true that it happened.”

Trying to undo what Mr Reddy
said, mandal president of
Akwaipally, J. Veeraiah, asserts that
there were no cases of child
marriages in the village or nearby
villages (referring to Mudhwyn,
three kilometres from Akwaipally).
Veeraiah later changed his version
when school teachers agreed about
Sirisha’s conception.

On probing about Sirisha’s
wedding, the headmaster of
Mudhwyn High School initially
admitted that she belonged to the
school. Later, he denied that she was

ever his student.

Inherent risks of HIV/ STDs
Gopal, a teacher from the

school, beams as he states that no
child marriage victims belong to his
school. In contrast to his statement,
Ramya*, Lavanya* and Mahima*
were seen with mangalsutras and
toe rings (a clear indication of their
marriage).

On enquiry, the three 14-year
old girls state that they were married
off to men between 23 and 28 years
of age. Lavanya further reveals that
On an average, about 15-20 child
marriages take place in this village
in a year. Child rights activists,
however, say that the number is
much higher.

“During the summer vacation,
I was married off to my maternal
uncle’s son,” quips Ramya, adding
that she likes the feeling of being
married.

On further probing about the
nature of her relationship with her
husband, Ramya reveals: “He kisses
me and we do a lot of things
(meaning sex)... I like all of it. I love
him and do not oppose to anything
he does …both of us enjoy it.”

Unfortunately, Ramya admits
she has no idea about using
protection while having sex. Her
excitement may be highly short-
lived owing to the risks involved in
unprotected sex. Ramya is living in
an illusion – illusion that distorts
reality of child brides and shatters
their lives – mentally and physically.
The health catastrophes of girls in
early matrimony are more than just
bruises and breaking bones. Often,
they cause a serious emotional
harm. “Child marriage is a vicious
cycle. Every problem begins with
this,” Ms Raghuveer says, adding,
“Everything that has beginning has
an end.”
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DANAM
DADAGIRI

IN A BLATANT
DISPLAY OF
MEGALOMANIA,
MINISTER FOR
LABOUR,
DANAM
NAGENDER IS
ON AN
ASSAULTING
SPREE,
THRASHING
AND ABUSING
ANYONE
WHO COMES
HIS WAY
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B. YASHASVI

He is a minister in the State
Cabinet, tagged with the
title 'honourable'. But his

acts show him in a different light.
The way he carries himself and the
high-handed behaviour brings out
the true side of the Labour Minister
Danam Nagendar.

Denizens believe he is actually
a muscle man in the garb of
politician. And it appears to be true
if the recent incidents are carefully
looked into.

On April 5, Banjara Hills
police had to register a criminal
case against Danam and his two
drivers Narsimhulu and Balu for
slapping the camp clerk of J V
Ramudu, Additional Director
General of Police for the elite anti-
naxalite unit, Greyhounds, on April
5.

The trouble began after the
minister's drivers, riding a
motorcycle, hit the camp clerk

Samba Siva Rao's car near Sagar
Society. Rao tried to pull them up
for their rash and negligent driving
causing trouble for others.
However, the arrogant henchmen of
Danam allegedly picked up a
quarrel and challenged Rao to come
to police station.

Known in his circles as a law
abiding citizen, Rao promptly
reached Banjara Hills police
station. In the meantime, the trouble
makers called their boss over phone
and Danam arrived at the police
station for such a petty issue.

By then, police knew the
trouble makers were the henchmen
of Danam and began ignoring Rao
despite the latter being an employee
of their own department.

Meanwhile, Danam, without
getting out of his luxury car,
summoned a sub-inspector and
'instructed' him to bring Rao outside
the police station. As soon as the
'faithful' sub-inspector brought Rao
to Danam's car, the ‘honourable’

minister started raining abuses on
the camp clerk and even tried to
slap him.

Emasculated at the turn of
events, Danam's henchmen
Narsimhulu and Balu thrashed Rao
even as Danam continued raining
abuses while police personnel
remained mute spectators. Some
other police officials, however,
rescued Rao and took him inside
the police station while Danam left
the place along with his henchmen.

Humiliated by the sudden
attack, Rao preferred to lodge a
complaint. Surprisingly, police
officials, despite witnessing the
entire episode, thought it fit to delay
registration of the case thereby
giving an opportunity for Danam to
manage things.

However, sanity prevailed
over some senior officials following
which the Banjara Hills police were
compelled to register a case the next
day against Danam and his two
henchmen under Sections 323
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(Punishment for voluntarily causing
hurt) and 506 (Punishment for
criminal intimidation) of the Indian
Penal Code.

But, weeks after registration of
the case, there has been little
progress in the investigation. On the
other hand, there have been
allegations that Danam is
pressurising the complainant
through 'some' police officers at the
highest level to negotiate a
compromise.

Brushing aside the criticism
that police was under pressure not
to proceed against the minister,
Director General of Police (DGP) V
Dinesh Reddy recently said there
was no pressure from any quarter to
close the case against Danam.
“Nobody approached me to
negotiate a compromise and make
the Greyhounds official withdraw
the case,” the DGP said.

He, however, said Danam was
in a constitutional post and police
need to observe some restraint.
“The law will take its own course”,
Dinesh Reddy said.

In this backdrop, a local court
on April 17 directed Banjara Hills
police to register a criminal case
against Danam for assaulting a
practicising advocate and submit
the investigation report by May 22.

The III Additional Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate gave the
order following a private complaint
lodged by Akala Tirupathi Varma, a
practicing advocate and joint
secretary of the Nampally Criminal
Courts Bar Association.

The advocate said in his
complaint that the labour minister
assaulted him when he was having
tea at a hotel at around 11.30 am on
Road No. 12 while on his way to
Banjara Hills to meet his clients.

Nagender and his followers,
who were chasing and assaulting
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some people suspected to be JAC
members, stopped at the tea stall
and began beating up people
standing there, the petitioner said.

When the petitioner identified
himself, the labour minister started
abusing the advocate holding the
advocate community responsible
for all the trouble and assaulted him
too, Varma said in his plaint.

The advocate managed to get
out of the clutches of the labour
minister and reached Banjara Hills
police station to lodge a complaint.
He was sent to hospital for medical
examination and the medico legal
certificate (MLC) issued by the
hospital was taken by the police
saying they would register a FIR
the next day.

The advocate and his
colleagues met the City Police
Commissioner the next day and
submitted a representation seeking
stern action against the minister.
The advocate consistently followed
up the issue with Banjara Hills
police for the next few days but the
police did not register any FIR, the
petitioner said in his private
complaint.

Having no other option, the
advocate filed a private complaint
before the III ACMM Court, which
directed the Banjara Hills police to
register and investigate the case
under sections 147 (Punishment for
rioting), 148 (Rioting, armed with
deadly weapon), 149 (Every
member of unlawful assembly
guilty of offence committed in
prosecution of common object),
160 (Punishment for committing
affray), 323 (Punishment for
voluntarily causing hurt), 427
(Mischief causing damage to the
amount of fifty rupees), 307
(Attempt to murder) and 506
(Punishment for criminal
intimidation) of Indian Penal Code.

In yet another instance, the
labour minister was charged with
locking a temple and abusing
policemen on duty. In August 2012,
Danam allegedly locked up the
main gate of Swayambhu Lakshmi
Narasimha Temple in Banjara Hills
when the devotees were making
preparations for Sri Krishna
Janmashtami.

The temple manager K
Surayanarayana Rao lodged a
complaint with the police to this
effect. Even a sub-inspector from
Banjara Hills police station, B
Ramesh, who was prevented by the
minister from discharging his duty,
lodged a separate complaint after
Danam allegedly threatened that the
police official's uniform would be
stripped off.

However, his senior colleagues
did not book a case. Instead, it was
mentioned in the general diary
(GD) of the police station because
of the influence Danam enjoys
among the senior police officials.

Not just these cases, but

Danam is allegedly involved in
settling scores of land and financial
disputes running into hundreds of
crores of rupees abusing his powers
as a minister.

Further, it is alleged that
Danam has been providing
protection to the thieves, who live
in a 'basti' and have been loyal to
him from the days he began his
political career.

It is also said two corporate
colleges that have monopoly over
intermediate education in the state,
entrusted to Danam the powers to
settle any dispute in and around the
state capital. It is due to this reason,
all the manipulations, misdeeds and
irregularities in the two corporate
colleges have not come to light ever
since Danam offered protection.

It is now for the people to think
whether Danam could be a
honourable minister? And can one
expect him to honour the
constitution occupying a
constitutional post?
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SRINIVAS GUDIGUNTA

Indians’ obsession with the
yellow metal is more notorious
than that of King Midas in the

fairytale. Hoarding gold ornaments
in hidden vaults and flashing them
with great conceit are nothing new
to our people. The more gold one
possesses, the greedier one
becomes. For the lesser fortunate, a
gold chain or a bangle plays a
crucial role in getting a girl married.
And cashing heavily on this craze
are none other than those who sell

the precious metal – more so in
Hyderabad. When Legal Metrology
department inspector Anuradha
went to a jewellery shop in
Secunderabad posing as a
prospective buyer, skeletons
tumbled out of the gold merchant’s
closet, bringing to light some of the
worst business frauds in the recent
past. It was found there were heavy
irregularities in in weights and
measures while dealing with gold
ornaments.

Sleuths of Legal Metrology
department filed four cases of

violations against a Jewellery store
in city. Officials found that the
jeweller was not deducting the
weight of the diamond stones from
the necklace that was purchased by
the decoy customer.  The jeweller
was also billing ‘making’ charges
separately after adding 15 per cent
to the gross weight. The purity of
the gold was not mentioned in the
bill, and also 10 mg machines were
used instead of one mg calibration
machine.

A similar raid conducted at
Khajana Jewellers at Somajiguda

Beware of
gold stores!
Bigger players in the gold market are minting
money by cheating gullible customers. A series of
recent incidents show that customers are
hoodwinked by most of the jewellery shops
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also found violations of gold purity
and machine usage.

Jewellery stores in the State
that have mushroomed in the past
couple of years are spending crores
of rupees on advertisements.
Celebrities are endorsing the stores
right, left and centre. Each of these
jewellers claims that they are selling
gold at real rate per gram and
blames others of charging 10 to 15
percent wastage, exorbitant making
charges etc.

Various jewellery giants in the
State release TV commercials and
hoardings all over, featuring
Tollywood stars including
Nagarjuna, NTR junior, Venkatesh
and a whole lot of sensuous, steamy
models, all proclaiming that the
particular store they are endorsing
only sells authentic gold at the
actual rate.  They also compare the
prices charged by other gold traders
and accuse them of charging
exorbitant rates and wastage
charges. They talk about trust,
honesty, tradition and sincerity and
woo gullible customers in large
numbers to their respective stores.

But a reality check shows the
grim facts. Most of these stores do
not sell gold at the real rates. They
charge more than 8 % of market
rates for ornamental gold of 22 carat
that means 916 purity!

It is true that honest local
jewellers charge anything between
5 to 13 percent as wastage,
depending on the design and
craftsmanship. If the design is
simple, the wastage will be just
around 4 to 6 percent. But when the
design and patters are complicated,
the wastage can go up to 10 percent
as local goldsmiths have to work
longer and harder to make the
intricate designs.

It means the jeweller has to
provide extra gold to prepare the

ornaments. For instance, if a
jeweller wants 30 grams of designed
ornament, he has to give at least 48
to 50 grams of gold to the
goldsmith. But the goldsmith will
not waste the rest of the gold, but
will return the excess gold after
making the item. However, the
actual making charges will not
exceed more than one to one and
half grams of gold.

But the jeweller makes the hay.
For 30 grams of ornaments, he has
to provide about 50 grams. But once
the local goldsmith finishes working
on the ornament, the jeweller gets
back 30 grams of ornament and
about 18-18.5 grams of gold.  But in
the swanky showroom, the crafty
jeweller charges a handsome
amount towards making and
wastage charge. 

The worst still, in most of the
cases, the gold they sell claiming as
22 carat is of 70-80 percent purity.
The bigger players are selling the 22
carat gold at the rate of 24 carat. The
8.4% difference in quality and
quantity is being charged from the
public, not as wastage or making
charge but as the real rate for gram!

Ram Reddy, a customer,
narrates a story of how he was
cheated by Khazana Jewellers, a big
shot in the gold trade.  “When you

walk into any of their branches, you
will find well-mannered women
who welcome you with a big smile
and greetings. Don’t be carried
away. When you will ask for the
price, you will get the shock of your
life. When I went to its
Visakhapatnam branch sometime
back and enquired about 24 carat
gold coin, they quoted a price
Rs.2058 per gram (on 12 Nov 2010)
whereas the actual closing price on
the day for 24 carat gold was
Rs.2029. When I asked them about
this, they cited some stupid
reasons.”

Another aspect where they
fleece unsuspecting buyers is while
weighing. In an attempt to make fast
bucks, most of these so-called
symbols of trust collect huge money
by under-weighing on every
purchase. Common buyer may not
know, but Legal Metrology rules
make it imperative for the gold
merchants to issue bills giving
details of the purity (carat value),
rate and exact weight of the gold (up
to 1 mg accuracy) and weight of
precious stones separately.

So, next time you rush to the
jeweller to buy gold as the rate is
down, be careful and ensure you are
not cheated. 
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Russian mafia has been
operating across India with
Goa as its headquarters in

trafficking Russian and other
foreign sex workers,
notwithstanding the denial from
Goa Chief Minister Manohar
Parrikar. A cable dispatched by
Mumbai Consul General Paul
Folmsbee in 2009 quotes former
head of Mumbai Crime Branch
Rakesh Maria saying that
trafficking of foreign women
prostitutes to Mumbai is controlled
by Russian and Israeli mafia lords

operating from Goa.The US
diplomatic cable numbered
09MUMBA1305 was recently
declassified and the same was
published by the Wikileaks. "Maria
alleged that most trafficking of
foreigners to Mumbai is connected
to Russian and Israeli mafia
operations in Goa”, the cable
said.Not just for Mumbai, but the
foreigners are being trafficked to
metro cities in India including
Hyderabad, Bangalore and
Chennai in South.At least half a
dozen highly paid sex workers
from Russia were arrested by the
city police in the last couple of

Russian Mafia’s
flourishing business

Not just for Mumbai, but foreign girls are being
trafficked to metro cities in India including

Hyderabad, Bangalore and Chennai in South.
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years. All those were trafficked into
India by the Russian mafia lords
operating from Goa, sources said.
City police sources said many
foreign sex workers go unnoticed
since they are hired by rich and
influential. Many Russian sex
workers come to India in the garb
of belly dance shows and later
resort to prostitution since they are
in huge demand.Customers are
ready to pay Rs 1 lakh to spend an
hour with Russian sex worker,
Kumar, an Indian sex racket
operator from Kolkata told The

NEWS. Kumar, it may not be his
true name, is capable of providing
call girls from almost any country
since he is in touch with Russian
and other mafia lords running sex
rackets in India, sources said.These
high end sex racketeers pay
protection money to police,
immigration officials and even
politicians since the customers
range from rich people to high
ranking officials, politicians and
film stars, sources said. Two
popular actors from Tollywood,
who succeeded in maintaining

gentlemen image in the industry
circles, are loyal clients for Kumar,
sources said. The mafia rings are so
influential and powerful that the
Indian police has not been able to
lay its hands at least on one of the
mafia lords despite catching scores
of Russian and other foreign sex
workers, police sources said.This
was evident from the US
diplomatic cable which said
quoting Rakesh Maria that tracking
the kingpins of these trafficking
cartels was proving to be very
difficult for Mumbai police.
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In the name of explosive and
investigating journalism, what
exactly happened was some

pie-eyed stringers of vernacular
channels were trying to film the
girls on their mobile phones – a
clear act of voyeurism. When the
girls objected, TV cameras and
angry reporters descended from out
of the blue.

And the next two days, people
watched concerted act of moral
policing. The question is can this
moral policing be justified by
putting it as a ‘culture shock’?
Does a group girls, after finishing
their five years of rigorous study of
law in a hostel not allowed to have
small get together in a city pub?

The girls, who were subjected
to a repeated onslaught on Telugu
channels , were students of

National Academy of Legal Studies
and Research University
(NALSAR). They were, in fact,
enjoying a farewell party thrown
by their juniors at a pub in Jubilee
Hills.

It was then a TV reporter tried
to capture their image. Apparently
infuriated by the act, a verbal
exchange followed. Another person
was recording outside the club
when the students left for

Last month witnessed one of the
ugliest forms of yellow journalism
when a couple of Telugu channels
chased NALSAR girls, creating

mayhem, much to the ‘utter horror
and shock’ of ‘civilised society’.  

Cultural
shock or
media
voyeurism?



university late at night. It is alleged
that students demanded and took
the cell phone used to tape their
private party, but they found no
such content in it. They suspect the
recording instrument had been
switched.

But media projected
altogether a different picture. The
news anchors cried foul and
claimed that a reporter was trying
to record the activities at the pub
called Rain, which was allegedly
serving customers against the rules.
They alleged that the pub was
running with the support of a senior
police officer. The overexcited
bulletin producers wrote words that
gave extra energy to the news
readers. Some of the words used to
describe the events were ‘Mandu
Bhamala (drunken girls)
Hangama’, ‘Media Pai Chindulu’
(Fury against media) and ‘Titla
Puranam’ (foul language).

Surprisingly, the video
clippings did not show any incident
that happened inside the club;  they
repeatedly telecast the event that
happened outside the club in the
street. The bulletins focused on the
dress and language of the girls. Not
just one, four different Telugu
channels went on with the
onslaught with the same footage,
apparently distributed by one
media outlet, with seriously
objectionable comments. The
videos appeared in within no time
with headlines like ‘Hyderabad hot
girls held for nude dances in Rain
pub’, ‘Hyderabad hot girls caught
nude and drunk’ in English and
‘Hungama of drunken women,
obscene dances and half-nude
dresses’ in TeluguThe Telugu
media made the visual story spicy
by adding clippings unrelated to
the incident on the night of April
11.

Women wing leaders of
Telugu Desam Party aired their
views on the ‘cultural shock’ and
against pub culture and drinking of
alcohol by girls. One leader even
went up to extent of threatening to
go on fast against ‘midnight
running of pubs’. These bulletins
posted in the social network were
visible on April 13 but not
available on Youtube after April 12.

In a strong complaint against
a section of electronic media,
posted to Justice J S Verma,
Chairperson, News and
Broadcasting Standards Authority,
Justice Markandey Katju, Press
Council of India Chairperson,
Chief Justice N V Ramana, Acting
Chief Justice of AP High Court and
Chancellor NALSAR, Manish
Tewari, Minister for Information
and Broadcasting, and Ms Aruna D
K, Minister for Information &
Public Relations, the students
demanded revocation of licences of
the channels for ‘violating people’s
privacy by taking video footage,
morphing the images, and airing it
against completely fabricated and
sensationalistic stories’. They
alleged that local TV channels
including ABN Andhra Jyothi,

TV9, Sakshi TV, Studio N, NTV
Telugu News Channel, Idlytv and
News 24 and several websites such
as degaview.com, citymirchi,com,
telugupeople.com, tupaki.com,
istream.com, and gulte.com,
published the video footage in a
derogatory manner.

The girls also criticised the
media for indulging in voyeuristic
stories like this and also supplied
the links for them. They claimed
that the number of voyeuristic
stories that pass moral judgment on
the lifestyle choices of individuals
is alarming. The petitioners sought
strong action against media
including compensation and
permanent deletion of content from
their archives.

NALSAR took serious note of
the incidents and convened an
emergency meeting of its executive
council on April 14. The faculty
and students feel it as a matter of
grave concern for an institution of
high repute and discipline. While
some doubted the outcome of legal
battle with sensationalising media,
others emphasised the need for a
law university to fight in principle
against the new crime of voyeurism
and stalking committed by media.
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Contrary to the popular belief that
Vundavalli Arun Kumar, the sitting MP
from Rajahmundry Lok Sabha

constituency, is worried over his future as
yesteryears glam doll and present politician
Jayaprada is very much interested to contest
from the same place, the die-hard loyal of Indira
Gandhi family appears to be happy over the
development.

After failing in her attempts to join any of
the three parties - Telugu Desam, BJP or YSR
Congress - with an assurance to field her from
Rajahmundry, Jayaprada recently met Congress
president Sonia Gandhi, making up her mind to
join the oldest political party of the country. 

The actress-turned- politician is believed to
have sought a party ticket from Rajahmundry
Lok Sabha constituency, but the Congress
president reportedly denied the same. 

Political observers thought Vundavalli

would be worried over Jayaprada's moves, but
the truth is something different. In fact,
Jayaprada's urge to contest from Rajahmundry is
learnt to have come as a blessing in disguise for
him since the chances for his win this time are
very bleak.

During the last elections, he managed to win
because of Y S Rajasekhara Reddy's wave and
Sonia Gandhi's tour in the election campaign.
This time, he is sure about the possible outcome
of elections since the TDP and YSR Congress
would field very strong candidates. Besides,
most of the assembly constituencies coming in
his Lok Sabha constituency are no longer sailing
with the Congress. 

In this backdrop, Jayaprada's urge to contest
from Rajahmundry showed the escape route for
Vundavalli. He would automatically get a chance
of being nominated either to Rajya Sabha or to
the Legislative Council in the future if he
'sacrifices' the Lok Sabha seat for the glam doll,
sources said.

Vundavalli happy to
quit for Jayaprada
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confused
VAMSHI TUNGA

It appears actresses from Andhra
Pradesh in recent times have not
been able to strike a balance

between personal and professional
lives. Actress Anjali’s case is a glaring
example.Despite being a native of
Andhra Pradesh, the actress shot to
fame in Tollywood only after the
success of 'Seethamma Vaakitlo

Sirimalle Chettu'. She paired with
actor Venkatesh in the movie. Soon
after the success, she signed a few
other movies including one with
Venkatesh again.

However, she went missing on
April 8 from the hotel room she was
staying at Gachibowli, a day after
making sweeping allegations against
her adoptive mother Bharati Devi and
director Kalanjiyam. She had alleged

acTress 

The

She was in news
for all the wrong
reasons of late.
It seems there is
more than what
meets the eye in
the mysterious
disappearing and
then resurfacing
of upcoming
actress Anjali.
The missing
story indicates
that there are
several such
stories, most of
often untold and
unnoticed. 
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that the duo was using her like a
money making machine.

A day after the actress went
missing, her brother lodged a
complaint with the Jubilee Hills
police. Even as police began
investigations, Anjali reportedly
spoke to her brother over phone
saying she ran away as her adoptive
father Suri Babu beat her up while
Bharati Devi harassed her.The very
next day she surfaced from her
hideout and met the Deputy

Commissioner of Police, West Zone,
G Sudheer Babu. Later, she told
media persons that she cannot blame
anyone for the mess in her life since
she herself was responsible for
it.While it still remains a mystery for
the public and law enforcement
agencies where Anjali was hiding
during the four days of her
disappearance, police, apparently
under pressure from influential
people, just let her go without going
into detailed investigations.

It is more than two weeks since
Anjali surfaced from her hideout and
everybody forgot about the incident.
But, inaction by the police under

It is more than two weeks
since Anjali surfaced from
her hideout and everybody
forgot about the incident.
But, inaction by the police
under influence may prove
fatal for none other than

Anjali because there is every
possibility of different

people taking advantage of
her failure to strike a

balance between
professional and personal

life.
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influence may prove fatal for none
other than Anjali because there is
every possibility of different people
taking advantage of her failure to
strike a balance between
professional and personal life.

It is clear from whatever
happened that the actress is
desperately in need of affection and
that too selfless affection. In such a
situation, it is easy for anyone to
trap and cheat her, which might
later result in a tragic tale, a
psychiatrist said.Take the example
of actress Pratyusha. When she was
growing in the industry, many
people surrounded her, while her
own people were allegedly
interested in her career and the
subsequent returns. This made her
become close to a boyfriend but the
story ended in tragedy. Pratyusha
committed suicide while her
boyfriend miraculously survived
and is now a free bird.Amidst this
backdrop, Anjali hit the headlines
for yet another wrong reason. She
did not turn up for shooting of the
film 'Oor Suttri Puranam' on April
24, directed by Kalanjiyam.
Consequently, the director
approached the South Indian Film
Artistes' Association (SIFAA), also
known as Nadigar Sangam and
lodged a complaint against the
actress.“We have already
completed the first schedule of the
film shoot for 15 days in March
and Anjali was present then. We
were supposed to begin the second
schedule yesterday but she did not
turn up. Since it is a heroine-centric
film, we cannot shoot scenes
without her due to which we had to
cancel the shoot. 

She continues to remain
inaccessible,” Kalanjiyam said in
his complaint.The director had
already invested Rs 40 lakh on the
film and was planning to file a case

in the court since he cannot
complete the film without Anjali's
presence in the planned
budget.Interestingly, the actress
was available for shooting of Bol
Bachchan’s remake with Venkatesh
a week before. 

This clearly shows she was
trying to avenge the alleged
harassment meted out to her by
Kalanjiyam and somebody was
scripting each and every move of
Anjali, industry sources told The
NEWS.Unless Anjali becomes
practical and takes the assistance of
thorough professionals and
carefully crafts her career, she may
not be able to stick to the glamour
industry for long, sources told The
NEWS.

Kalanjiyam was planning
to file a case in the court
since he cannot complete
the film without Anjali's
presence in the planned
budget.Interestingly, the
actress was available for

shooting of Bol
Bachchan’s remake with
Venkatesh a week before. 
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An American
choreographer Gregory

Glade Hancock seems to
have set his eyes on Indian
cinema after enthralling US
audiences with his unique
fusion of contemporary
ballet with classical Indian
and Bollywood dances.

According to reports,
Hancock plans to bring his
dance company to India on a
concert tour of various cities.
IANS reports that he is also
in talks with some
filmmakers who are keen to
have him choreograph some
special numbers.

"We would like to bring to
India contemporary ballet fused
with the Indian feelings. We will
probably do two different
programmes - one western style and
the other an Indian style dance,"
Hancock was quoted as saying in an
interview.

Hancock, who is interested in
Indian culture and music, is
currently visiting India as member
of a trade delegation led by
Indianapolis mayor Greg Ballard.

It is also reported that he called
on some Telugu filmmakers In

Hyderabad, including well-known
director K. Viswanath, who was
impressed with his shows in the US
and suggested he choreograph a
song for one of his films.

Hancock heads Gregory Glade
Dance Theatre (GHDT), a
professional dance company based
in Carmel, Indiana. It combines
modern dance, ballet, pointe, ethnic
dance forms, and theatre to create a
unique style of movement and
sense of drama. GHDT also works
extensively with music and themes
of India and has created a unique

fusion of modern dance,
classical dance of India and
Bollywood style of dance,
says the report.

With choreography
set to songs in Hindi,
Telugu, Tamil and Punjabi,
Hancock's team has
performed at various events
in the US like
Independence Day, Diwali
celebrations, wedding
receptions and also at the
American Telugu
Association National
Convention.

As the founder, artistic
director and principal
choreographer for GHDT,
Hancock has created over

120 dance works showcasing many
different ethnicities, genres and
styles. His works include those
based on Shah Rukh Khan-
Aishwarya Rai-Madhuri Dixit
starrer "Devdas", Aamir Khan's
"Lagaan" and other movies from
Hindi and regional cinema.

Hancock also runs a dance
school with 100 students, including
Indian Americans. "Our dancers are
initially trained as classical ballet
dancers and then we have modern
training in ethnic dance forms," he
reportedly said.

US choreographer to
entertain Indian film buffs 

Hancock, who is interested in Indian culture and music,
is currently visiting India as member of a trade

delegation led by Indianapolis mayor Greg Ballard
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It is devotion coupled withinnovation. In an attempt to
placate the divine and at the same
time conserve water, an astrologer
and social activist has turned the
religious practice of offering water
and milk in temples into a unique
way of water conservation. Pandit
Purushotam Gaur, known as
Guruji, has developed water
harvesting infrastructure in more
than 300 temples in Rajasthan over
the past 13 years, according to
reports. Millions of gallons of
water offered by devotees in Hindu
temples have been harvested by
Guruji. The water was earlier used
to literally go down the drain.

Guruji bagged several
honours, including the Maharana
Mewar Award for his services to
astrology and social activism.

Gaur started his Jalabhishek
campaign in 2000. “I used to notice
that the water offered by devotees
in temples is completely wasted as
it goes into the drain. So, an idea to
use it in recharging the increasingly
depleting groundwater level struck
me," the 41-year old astrologer told
a news agency.

He started channelling water
from temples (especially Shiva
temples) through several filter
chambers before it drained into the
ground and recharged the ground
water level. As part of the project,
several tanks and bore wells were
constructed in each of the temple
with the help of the people, Gaur
added.

"At some temples it required
digging 30-foot deep pits that were
strategically placed so that the
water from the idols was routed
into them. Separate five-foot deep

pits for milk offerings are also dug
up in temples," Gaur said
according to the report.

Several scientists and
groundwater experts joined forces
with him and came up with an
institution called 'Shiksha Samiti'.
The institution has calculated that
the city, with more than 3,000
temples, daily has at least 45
million litres of water poured on
the deity of Lord Shiva and other
deities during the Hindu holy
month of Shravan (July-August).

Gaur said formerly water and
milk used to flow out unchecked
into open areas near temples,
creating unhygienic putrid and
stagnant puddles.  He said that it
was not easy in the beginning to
convince priests of the temples to
join the campaign.

Now about 300 temples have
been covered by the campaign. 

Gods’ water now
for human use
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KCR
shifts
gears,
TRS
enters
teenage
Kalvakuntla
Chandrasekhar Rao, did
not fetch power to his
party, the Telangana
Rashtra Samithi(TRS).
He is not any where near
that, either. The TRS
remained a hanger-on
either to the Congress or
to the Telugu Desam-led
coalition in two
successive general
elections. The party
always banked on by-
elections to show its
strength and to keep its
pot boiling. 
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A SAYE SEKHAR

The circumstances that forced
KCR to lend a tacit support
to Nagam Janardhan Reddy

in Nagarkurnool and the
humiliating defeat the party tasted
at the hands of the BJP in
Mahabubnagar assembly
constituency even in the by-
elelctions jolted him.  Thus, the
TRS realised that victory even in
by-elections isn’t a cakewalk.

Amid this roller coaster
political journey, KCR led his party
with an unmatched alacrity and

unparalleled political dexterity. It’s
twelve years on. TRS grew into a
force to reckon with, yet it hasn’t
fortified its position from being a
fledgling toddler to an enthusiastic
teenager raring to go.

Now the conglomerate of
‘pink panthers’ is all set to behave
like adolescents. KCR retained his
unquestioned grip over the party by
getting elected for the seventh time
in a row as the president of the
TRS.

KCR steered the ‘car’ first as
a taxi lending support to others.
Now he wants to own it with no

hooks. TRS legislator T Harish Rao
made it clear that the party might
be going it alone at the hustings so
as to prove its strength among all
the parts of Telangana.

Telangana has always been an
independent idea, a political
aspiration, an emotional sentiment
and a cultural curiosity.

The agitation remained
protracted for forty five years since
1969. Yet the movement led by the
TRS is the most consistent of all.
The toffee-nosed boss weathered a
myriad political storms in his long
and chequered journey. Barring an

Telangana has always been an independent
idea, a political aspiration, an emotional sentiment

and a cultural curiosity
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election defeat in 1983, KCR never lost an
election he contested. He went upto the position
of a union minister being a regional leader. 

With none to align with and beaten-track anti
Andhra slogan KCR wants to fish in the troubled
waters in areas where his party is not so strong like
Adilabad, Nalgonda, Khammam, Mahbubnagar,
Ranga Reddy and Hyderabad. That leaves KCR’s
effective political influence confined to the
districts of Karimnagar, Medak, Nizamabad and
Warangal. However, he wants to prove a point that
his party’s influence is pervasive all across
Telangana. He doesn’t want to depend on anybody
except his most trusted Telangana sentiment.

KCR, who asserted that the Telangana
agitation would continue until the separate state is
achieved, has now set his eyes on winning 100 out
of 119 assembly seats and 15 out of 17 Lok Sabha
seats in the region. He tells the people that a
resounding victory with these numbers would
bestow a politically decisive position on the party.
Of course this target is like aiming for the sky.

(By special arrangement with
www.frontpageindia.com)
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Post-Vasthunna
Mee Kosam

NAIDU READIES FOR SECOND INNINGS
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MOHSIN BIN HUSSAIN
AL - KASARY

His rejoicing after a record-
setting walkathon is not
without reasons.

He wrapped up his 'Vasthunna
Mee Kosam' (I am coming for you)
padayatra at Visakhapatnam on
April 27, which symbolically was
launched from his late father-in-
law’s former Assembly
constituency of

Hindupur in Anantapur district
on Gandhi Jayanthi of last year.
Naidu covered 2817 kilometres in
16 districts that were spread over
86 Assembly constituencies. He
addressed 702 public meetings in
208 days, a first for any former or

incumbent Chief Minister, Leader
of the Opposition or any political
party president.

Rousing reception that
climaxed with a bigger assembly at
the Shamshabad airport has
gladdened his heart as also those in
the Telugu Desam Party. A
tumultuously vociferous supports
on convoy that befits a
sportsperson returning to the city
from a major success was also part
of the home-coming festivity.

Inspired by the new-found
success, Naidu is all set to embark
on a bus yatra after a brief period
of respite in the form of rest. 

The TDP chief unveiled a 60-
feet pylon at Sivaji Nagar in the
Port City to commemorate the

culmination of his padayatra,
which he undertook to reclaim lost
political ground. Naidu's wife
Bhuvaneswari, son Lokesh,
brother-in-law and Tollywood actor
Nandamuri Balakrishna were
alongside the party bigwigs to
mark the historic occasion.

Meanwhile, political
observers opine that the yatra has
come as a shot in the arm for the
otherwise demoralised party cadre
in the wake of setbacks in the by-
elections and switching of loyalties
by several senior leaders, who have
since jumped the bandwagon and
joined the Telangana Rashtra
Samithi (TRS) and YSR Congress
Party.

YSR Congress president Y S

The Telugu Desam Party (TDP) chief N Chandrababu Naidu is invigorated and
appears rejuvenated despite the scorching summer that is making life

miserable for everyone in the State. 
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Jaganmohan Reddy's alleged
corruption and his illegal assets
have become points of debate
across the State because of
Naidu's yatra. The Congress
leaders themselves are now
endorsing Naidu’s allegations by
virtue of Jagan becoming the
common enemy.

He also utilised the
opportunity to build alternative
leadership in many
constituencies, where sitting
Legislators and some other
senior leaders defected to the
YSR Congress and the TRS.

Addressing a mammoth public
meeting after the yatra, Naidu was
the typical politician while
promising a slew of welfare
measures, including waiver of all
crop loans to make agriculture a
viable economic proposition;
providing protected drinking water
to every village; jobs to all
educated youth and monthly

unemployment allowance in the
event of an educated youth not
getting any source of livelihood.

Naidu targeted Congress
government for its inefficiency and
YSR Congress party for
corruption. He blamed Congress
party's misrule for the problems
faced by people, while accusing
late chief minister Y S Rajasekhara

Reddy of looting public wealth
in the name of welfare
measures. Buoyed by the
overwhelming support from the
people, Naidu made a political
statement that was the
preparatory battle-ground for
the next Assembly elections.
Telugu Desam would have no
alliance with communal parties
as secularism was the avowed
pursuit of his party.

The former chief minister
also foresaw the whitewash of
the ruling party and the solid re-
emergence of regional players.

He minced no words in reiterating
that the Telugu Desam would play
a pivotal role on the national
firmament.

As of now, Chandrababu
Naidu seems to have re-discovered
the form of old. Lady-luck, which
appeared to have deserted him for
close to a decade, is perhaps
smiling on him, all over again.
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Time to make
cops accountable
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A KULLAYAPPA

It is getting evidently clear-the
Delhi police has either become
incompetent or is indifferent to

bizarre happenings in the national
capital.

A look at the events that have
unfolded in the recent past and the
shabby manner the police force has
handled them exposes their

ineptness in rising to the occasion.
They have failed utterly in stopping
the increasing number of atrocities
and crimes against women,
including rapes, the landmark
Nirbhaya Act, notwithstanding.

The gang-rape of the 23-year-
old paramedic in a moving bus on
December 16 of last year has
woken up the entire nation, which
has cried foul of the inefficient
cops, more specifically those posted
at Delhi. But there has been no
decrease of rapes in the national
capital.

After a subsequent and equally
brutal incident, the rapists, who
attacked a five-year-old girl, were

arrested but it came to light that the
Delhi police did not respond in spite
of an SOS on the women's helpline
181 from the family of the victim.
Had the police acted in time,
probably the suffering of the poor
kid, and the trauma of the elders,
could have been lessened.

This audacious disclosure
came from none other than the
Chief Minister Sheila Dikshit.
"There was a report which came
from our 181 women's helpline on
the five-year-old child who was
raped. The 181 personnel kept
speaking to the police, but they did
not take any action. The police did
not respond," she said.
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According to an official, the
girl's father had called up the
helpline several times to report the
missing child, who went missing on
April 15 and was found on April 17
from her neighbour's room in East
Delhi's Gandhinagar area.

She had been kidnapped,
starved, tortured and brutally raped
for two days. The police had
allegedly tried to hush up the matter
by trying to bribe the father of the
child when the victim was found. 

"The father of the child called
up repeatedly complaining that
police was not registering the FIR.
We then made several calls to the

police and even to the Special
Commissioner Police in charge of
the women's complaints cell," the
official said.

It appears that the Delhi police
are indifferent to the plight of
women. They may take defence on
the pretext that they have serious
shortage of manpower but the fact
also remains that the think tank has
become insensitive to the problems
of womenfolk, which is getting
exposed by the hour.

Whatever be the reasons, not a
day passes in Delhi without reports
of sexual assaults on children and
women. This has already caused

serious damage to the nation's
image across the globe.

Several countries have issued
advisories to their citizens planning
to tour India that Delhi was unsafe
for women.

It is time the politicians of
every hue put an end to shedding
crocodile tears and the blame-
games and come up with stringent
punitive laws that could possibly
deter the perpetrators.

A step in the direction would
be in giving teeth to the department
and make each and everyone
accountable for anything that
happens on the streets.
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CBI not
independent,

says chief

THE NEWS BUREAU

Facing criticism for allowing Law
Minister Ashwani Kumar vet the draft

report prepared by the probe agency
investigating the allocation of coal
blocks, Sinha said he had not shown the
report to an outsider. "I have not shown
anything to an outsider. Information was
shared only with the law minister," he
said, adding the CBI would hide nothing
from the Supreme Court.

An apex court bench headed by
Justice R M Lodha has asked Sinha to file
an affidavit stating the changes made in
the draft report vetted by the law minister.

The court also sought to know who all
have seen the draft report. The apex court
rapped the government for interfering in
the CBI probe. Earlier, CBI told the
Supreme Court that it shared its March 8
status report with Law Minister Ashwani
Kumar and a senior bureaucrat in the
Prime Minister's Office.

The CBI chief's admission casts a
shadow on its free and fair investigation
into various cases, particularly those
registered agaist alleged corrupt
politicians like Y S Jaganmohan Reddy,
Karunanidhi, Mayavathi, Mulayam Singh
Yadav and Lalu Prasad Yadav, analysts
said.

Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) on April 30 admitted that it

was not an 'independent
organisation', but was 'part of the
government'.  "I am a part of the
government, not an independent

organisation," CBI chief Ranjit
Sinha told the media.
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In what making buzz in the
Congress headquarters is any
indication, Priyanka Gandhi

Vadra will be contesting from Rai
Bereli, the constituency that her
mother and UPA chairperson Sonia
Gandhi represents. 

According to a senior
Congress leader, Priyanka Gandhi
will contest from Rae Bareli. Sonia
Gandhi is said to be in no mood to
fight the electoral battle due to
health reasons. Meanwhile, sources
indicated that senior Congress
leader from Gujarat, Madusudan
Mistry is likely to become the
political secretary to Rahul Gandhi
- what another Gujarati, Ahmed
Patel is to Sonia. Mistry is anyway
considered close to Rahul, who has
assigned him the job of short-listing
party candidates.

Sources in Delhi reveal that
Rahul is doing what exactly his
father Rajiv Gandhi did –
promoting people from a particular
region. If Rajiv Gandhi promoted
Vincent George, as the Kerala
lobby got prominence in the party,
Gandhi junior seems be in favour of
the Gujarati folks. 

Mistry is overseeing the ticket

distribution for the Karnataka
assembly elections. The Congress
sources say the party is sure to win
135 out of 224 seats. During
internal discussions, when money
matters come up, Mistry says only
Ahmedbhai will clear the package,
restricting his own job to mere
candidate selection.

An agency reports: “The
Congress’s main power centre is 15
Gurudwara Rakab Ganj Road, a
few metres from the parliament
house. Rahul Gandhi visits it three
days a week to discuss 2014 poll
prospects. On these days 10 to 15

union ministers also join strategy
meets. Alliances are forged here.
How to win over Mayawati (whose
bungalow incidentally is just across
the road)? Can Nitish Kumar be
wooed? Will Jayalalitha join UPA?
Strategies are planned here and then
executed.”

Analysis of about 400
parliamentary constituencies
(expecting to win only 85 to 90 of
them) has been done according to
sources. As for the remaining 140-
odd constituencies, the Congress
has neither the organization nor the
candidates to fight there.

Priyanka
eyes
Rae Bareli?
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Politicisation of sports,
whether one likes it or
despises it, has been the bane

of sports promotion in the country
of over a billion.

Sports have become a
playground for politicians, the rich
and famous and nefarious
manipulators. Talented and genuine
sportspersons are sidelined on one
pretext or the other and this is the
reason why India seldom gets a
podium finish in major international
events. In the Olympics, it is even
more abysmal.

Rewarding undeserving
sportspersons is one of the worst
maladies in India even as those into
popular individual disciplines like
cricket, tennis and badminton make
hay while going on endorsement
sprees. In stark contrast, champion
performers in other fields are left in
the lurch despite having put the
Indian flag on international shores.

Those who make the nation
pride in less known events and those
who are in dire need of support and
recognition are overtly ignored,
thanks to the machinations of vested
interests coming in various garbs.

This sorry plight was brought to the
fore by Milkha Singh, who lashed
out against the authorities for giving
Arjuna Awards to undeserving
sportspersons.

Milkha, now 77, who missed
an Olympic medal by a whisker,
contended that the Arjuna award, a
sportsperson’s highest honour in the
country, should be given to the best
of athletes.

"I returned the Arjuna Award in
2001 because they gave it to me
when I was well past my prime,
terming it to be a lifetime
achievement award. 

Before that I was awarded the
Padma Shri.  "They also give away
this award to undeserving

sportspersons, who have not even
represented their country. Such a
special award should only be given
to the best of the athletes," said the
legendary quarter-miler.

He lamented at the functioning
of various sports organisations in the
country.

"I had predicted in advance that
China will become the top sporting
nation in athletics, and suggested
that India should develop state-of-
the-art infrastructural and facilities.
But the authorities didn't pay heed."

It is not for nothing that the
International Olympic Committee
has suspended the politically-
inclined Indian Olympic
Association (IOA).

Flying
Singh
talks
sense

Sports Saga
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At a time when China is slowly
encroaching Indian market

and Indian soil on the border,
Himachal Pradesh's Kinnaur
district, which shares a porous
border with China, is in no way
equipped to fight the enemy.
According to the Comptroller and
Auditor General of India (CAG),
the district depends upon outdated
arms like .303 rifles to tackle crime.

Smuggling of rare species of
fauna and Chinese goods are
reported quite frequently in this
district.

Police stations in Kinnaur
continue to depend on outdated
weapons like .303 rifles instead of
the prescribed 7.62 mm self-loading
rifles (SLRs) affecting the striking
capabilities of the police force, the
CAG said, in a report tabled in the
state Assembly.

According to the CAG report,

the requirement of weapons was not
fully met by the state government
and in case of 7.62 mm SLRs, it
was highly deficient at 98 percent.

As per Bureau of Police
Research and Development norms,
the district requires 307 SLRs of
7.62 mm and 39 pistols of 9 mm
calibre.

But the CAG said police have
only seven SLRs of 7.62 mm, a
shortfall of 300 weapons, and 33
pistols of 9 mm, which is six pistols
short of requirement.

The CAG report said the
superintendent of police, in a reply
in July 2012, said they are holding
.303 rifles in place of 7.62 mm

SLRs and revolvers in place of 9
mm pistols. Against the sanctioned
strength of 409 police personnel,
including officers, the district has
only deployed 378 men, as of
March 2012.

Home to around 84,000 people
as per the 2011 census, Kinnaur
district is bounded by Tibet in the
east, the state's Lahaul-Spiti district
in the north-west -- which too
shares a border with Tibet, and
Uttarakhand in the south.

Over 15 tonnes of red sanders
wood, listed under the Convention
on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna
and Flora (CITES) list, was seized
from upper Shimla while being
smuggled to China via Kinnaur in
December 2011.

In September the same year,
two truckloads of prized pashmina
wool were seized in Kinnaur. Police
officials said the wool was
smuggled into India from China.

Indo-China border Dist notequipped to fight enemy
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Border Blues
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Those who are passionate
about love making as an art,
there is one app that many

users find it too irresistible. Caution:
don’t fiddle with it while driving,
nor when children are around. The
app is none other than Kama Sutra,
the 2,000-year-old Indian sex
manual. It has been sexed-up for the
modern-day audience with a new
app which enables people to study
the poses in 3D.

According to agency reports,
the free app - Kama Xcitra -
transforms the historic manual's
illustrations into 3D images, when
viewed through a smart phone or
tablet. Each image can be seen from
all angles, which means users are
offered a complete view of the
guide's sexual diagrams, reported
the western media.

It takes users through sexual
positions such as the Catherine
Wheel or the Prone Tiger, allowing
amorous couples to view the
position from a variety of angles.

According to reports, the Kama
Xcitra promises to help couples
master positions set out in the
original book and ensure they are
brought "closer to the action than
ever before".

Hazel Cushion, managing
director of publisher Xcite Books,
reported as sayin: "The Kama Xcitra
uses state-of-the-art technology to
help couples explore interesting
sexual positions whilst having fun in
the process.

"Each image appears to pop

out of the page as a 3D hologram
right in front of the reader's phone.
The viewer then moves their mobile
device around to appreciate the
position from all angles. As a result,
each position becomes clearer,
finally solving the problem of where
to put that awkward elbow."

Also, the app works in
conjunction with 69 poses. It allows
users to customise the appearance of
models, changing hair and skin
colour as well as adding music as a
soundtrack. Whoa!

Enjoy
3D Kama Sutra

on smart
phones

Science & Technology
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Unbelievable, but true! If a team
of engineering students in the

UAE is successful in their
endeavour, you can travel up to
1.000 kilometres on just one litre of
petrol! The lightweight vehicle --
named Eco-Dubai 1 -- is in its final
stage of construction and will begin
testing in the next two weeks.

According to an agency report,
the product of almost two years of
work by students at the Higher
Colleges of Technology Dubai
Men's College, the vehicle is half a
metre wide, two metres long and
half a metre high and weighs about
25 kg. It will enter a race in July
against similarly designed cars
from around the world, including
four other vehicles produced in the
UAE, said the report.

One of the students behind the
car, Ahmad Khamis Al Suwaidi was
quoted as saying, “Petrol is not
going to last forever. One day we're

going to run out. So in terms of
developing a local eco-car industry,
it starts with us. We're the future of
the UAE in this.”

The students will put their
creation to the test at Shell's Eco-
Marathon to be held July 4-7 in
Kuala Lumpur. The competition is
based on designing a car that can

travel the farthest on just one litre
of fuel. Students are allowed to use
electricity, solar or hybrid
technologies to reach their goal.
The record for the longest distance
travelled is held by students from
France's Polytech Nantes
University, who designed a car that
travelled almost 4,900 km.

This car goes 1,000 km 
with just A LITRE of fuel!
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Researchers have now found
why we often feel such a
strong urge to glance at our

handset: checking your mobile is
contagious. The researchers
observed how it has become the
modern equivalent of glancing at
your watch -- the furtive look at a
phone screen to check for new
messages or have a quick look at
Facebook, Daily Mail reported.

People are twice as likely to
pull out their phones to check their
text messages or e-mail if they're
with someone who has just done the
same, a University of Michigan
team found. It also found how
women were more likely to use their
mobile than men since it was more
"integrated into the daily lives of
women".

The team watched students in
dining halls and coffee shops around

campus between January and April
2011, observing pairs of students
sitting at tables for as long as 20
minutes and documented their
cellphone use at 10-second
intervals. "What we found most
interesting was just how often
people were using their mobile
phones," Daniel Kruger, the study's
co-author, said.

"Every person we observed
used his/her phone at least once
while one woman was on hers about

half of the time.
"Individuals may see others

checking their incoming messages
and be prompted to check their
own." It was found overall, the
students used their cellphones on an
average of 24 percent of the
intervals. But they were
significantly more likely to use their
phones (39.5 percent) when their
companion had just done so in the
previous 10-second interval, the
researchers said.

Mobiles outsmart
watches in getting glance



Heritage Blues

THE NEWS BUREAU

The Braj Mandal Heritage
Conservation Society has
reiterated its demand for

heritage status to Agra, which is
home to three World Heritage
monuments - the Taj Mahal, Agra
Fort and Fatehpur Sikri  - and
several other historical structures.

The Agra Vikas Foundation
has also sent memorandums to
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
demanding shifting of the army
personnel occupying a greater part
of the historical fort.  This will
protect and conserve historical
buildings, old havelis, structures,

water bodies, forests and even the
oriental markets in the old city,
according to experts.

According to reports, demands
have regularly been made by
conservationists and local tourism
organisations, but the Union
government has not shown any
interest in pursuing the issue to its
logical end, alleged Surendra
Sharma, president of the Braj
Mandal Heritage Conservation
Society.

In 2007, the union tourism
ministry told the Supreme Court
that Agra could not be granted
heritage city status because it
lacked basic infrastructure, and
sought time to develop amenities.
But till date, the city does not have
regular air connectivity,

streamlined roads, adequate
security arrangements for visitors
and other related facilities.

Travel writers like Lucy Peck
have suggested starting Heritage
Walks through the interiors of the
city to acquaint the foreign visitors
with the live heritage, the life and
vocations of the locals.

Several international bodies
including the UNESCO have
supported projects to restore the
old glory of the Taj city.

A World Bank team recently
visited several sites and interacted
with officials to explore how the
city's heritage could be promoted
and preserved. A few projects have
been short-listed.

"A city so rich in culture and
architecture, where every street has
a historical building needs to be
recognised as a heritage city and
the union ministry should draw up

Demands for heritage status
to Agra gain momentum
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plans to remove encroachments
around tourist sites," says
conservationist Shravan Kumar
Singh.

The chief reason why tourism
has not become "everybody's
business" in Agra and not directly
benefited the locals in a substantial
manner, is the lack of heritage
consciousness.

"The city is neither tourist-
friendly nor do its residents feel a
sense of pride in its history and
culture," social activist Padmini
Iyer told agencies.

And the builders' lobby in
Agra does not favour heritage city
status for the city as they fear new
constructions would not be
permitted.

Still, Agra is India's number
one tourist centre but continues to
lag dismally in modernising its
urban base and developing a
comfortable ambience for
promoting culture and tourism,
handicrafts exporter Abhinav Jain
said.

The city hasn't changed much
if one takes into account a ghazal
written in 1723 by Lakshmi
Chandra, who describes in great
detail the roads and the localities of
Agra - from Agra Fort to Charsu
Darwaza and beyond to Lashkarpur
- which was then the tenting
ground for the Mughal army.

Agra, some historians say, was
founded in 1504. Even today the
city retains the original names and
functions of various places also
remain largely the same.

"Yes, in the so-called modern
Agra there is evidence of
haphazard planning and irrational
growth, but then those are not the
heritage pieces one would like
preserved," N.R. Smith, a
meticulous chronicler of Agra's
modern history through his
columns, told IANS.

"We have to begin by
demarcating the areas as Mughal
Agra, the British Agra and the Agra
Development Authority's Agra.
Only then can one go ahead with

conserving the real heritage of the
city of the Taj Mahal. And those
who think people and their work
places need to be demolished to
make way for modern malls or
parking slots are only hurting the
spirit of conservation," Smith
added.

Were emperor Akbar to rise
from his grave in Sikandra some
day, he would have no difficulty
reaching Agra Fort without asking
for directions. "The road plans
have not changed, the landmarks
are all there," social activist Rajan
Kishore said.

Eminent Mughal historian R.
Nath said the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI) is not doing
enough to sincerely conserve
monuments according to the
manual laid down by John
Marshall, who was the ASI chief
during 1902-1928 and was
responsible for the discovery of
Harappa and Mohenjodaro, the two
main cities of the Indus Valley
Civilisation.
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The lifetime hope of the family
of Indian death row prisoner

Sarabjit Singh shattered as his dead
body was flown in home to his
ailing family. Sarabjit Singh was
seriously injured when he was
attacked in a Pakistan jail recently.
According to reports, even some
days before his body was sent
home, doctors indicated that he was
"clinically dead" and was likely to
be shifted home soon.

Vice chairman of the National
Commission for the Scheduled
Castes Raj Kumar Verka was
reported as saying in Amritsar that
he spoke to Sarabjit's sister Dalbir
Kaur who told him that doctors
have told her that Sarabjit was
‘brain dead’.

An agency quotes Verka: “I
think that Sarabjit had died earlier.
Why did the Pakistan government
have to do this drama (of allowing
the family to visit him in Lahore)
when he was already gone? They

sought her permission to remove
him from the ventilator."

Verka was instrumental in
securing visas for four members of
Sarabjit's family from the Pakistan
High Commission in New Delhi.

Meanwhile, Sarabjit's lawyer
Awais Sheikh told a news channel
from Lahore that Sarabjit's sister
had expressed the family's desire to
return to India. “After the doctors
told her about Sarabjit's condition,
she first told me that they wanted
to go back. But later, in their hotel,

At last, Sarabjit Singh
comes back home dead

Vice chairman of the National Commission for the Scheduled Castes Raj Kumar Verka
was reported as saying in Amritsar that he spoke to Sarabjit's sister Dalbir Kaur who

told him that doctors have told her that Sarabjit was "brain dead".
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they said that they will go back the
next day morning," Sheikh said.

Sarabjit Singh, 49, was
admitted to a Lahore hospital in a
critical condition after a vicious
attack on him by fellow prisoners
at the Kot Lakhpat Jail April 26. He
has been on ventilator support ever
since.

It may be recalled that India
appealed to Pakistan for Sarabjit's

release even while a medical board
in Pakistan said that he would
continue to get treatment in
Pakistan and not shifted out.

The Ministry Of External
Affairs had asked Pakistan to take
a "sympathetic and humanitarian"
view on Sarabjit. External Affairs
Minister Salman Khurshid said
India had urged Pakistan to allow
an Indian judicial panel to have

access to Sarabjit Singh and added
that he felt "extremely shattered
and sad" over his condition.

He said the priority is that
Sarabjit “comes out of his present
critical condition.” He added that
India had "offered medical
assistance, offered to receive him
in India for treatment" but it was
dependent on the decision of the
medical board. Opposition leader
Sushma Swaraj accused the
government of not dealing with
Islamabad "firmly" over the issue.

Dalbir Kaur, Sarabjit's wife
Sukhpreet Kaur and daughters
Swapandeep and Poonam, crossed
from the Attari-Wagah border
check-post into Pakistan to visit
him in a Lahore hospital. He has
been on death row in Pakistan since
1990 after being convicted by
Pakistani courts for bomb blasts in
Lahore and Multan, which left 14
people dead. Sarabjit's family
claims he is innocent, and that he
crossed over to Pakistan in August
1990 in an inebriated state and was
arrested there.
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The top spiritual leader of the Catholics has
come out in support for those who fight sexual
abuse of minors by priests. Pope Francis has

sought ‘decisive action’ in the fight against the sexual
abuse of minors by priests while directing the Vatican
watchdog to ensure the perpetrators were punished in
such cases.

A television channel said that he told Bishop
Gerhard Mueller, head of the Congregation for the
Doctrine of Faith - the Vatican watchdog on sex abuse

cases - to ensure the perpetrators were punished.
According to BBC, it was the Argentinian pope's

first public statement on clerical sex abuse. He was
elected last month, replacing Pope Emeritus Benedict,
who became the first pope in 600 years to resign.

When first elected, Benedict XVI had promised
to obviate his Church of the ‘filth’ of clerical sex
abuse. But critics accused him of covering up abuse
and failing to protect children from paedophile priests.
Victims of sex abuse by clergy had called for a strong
response from the new pontiff to the crisis which has
rocked the Church.

Pope takes up cudgel
against paedophile clerics
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Venezuela's first citizen
is sai Baba devotee
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Venzuela President elect of,
Nicolás Maduro, happens to

be an ardent devotee of Sathya Sai
Baba, according to reports. He even
has a large portrait of the late
spiritual guru in his office in
Caracas.

Maduro’s journey to the
highest office of the country was
not a cakewalk. A former bus
driver, trade union leader and
bodyguard, Maduro had come a
long way to be the President.
However, he sought the blessings of
Sai Baba during his political career.

He visited Puttaparthi in 2005,

along with his wife Cilia Fores, to
seek the blessings of the late
spiritual leader, according to those
associated with the Sai Baba trust.
Sai Baba had breathed his last in
2011.

“When he visited
Prashantinilayam in 2005 along
with the minister of education,
Baba gave an audience to him and
his family. He was then minister of
foreign affairs,” an Indian news
agency quoted the Sathya Sai
Central Trust as saying in a
statement after he was named
interim president.

“He was accompanied by his
wife Cilia Flores who was then the
president of the legislature. One of
the founders of the 5th Republic
Movement, Maduro, who has
always had a photograph of Baba in
his office, has had an illustrious
career,” says the report.

According to the Sai trust,
Venezeula enjoys a pride of place
among the 113 countries in which
the movement is active. The first
Sai Centre was opened in Caracas
in 1974, while the first workshop
for EHV (education in human
values) teachers was held in 1987.

The trust also runs a school
and the Institute of Human values,
besides holding medical camps for
the needy and public meetings in
several cities of Venezuela to
inform people about Sai Baba and
his work.

Global News
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Call it sheer insanity. In a
weird act, an employee of a
Belarusian music TV

channel had found a novel way of
expressing his ire over his girlfriend
– by airing porn stuff on television!

The BelMuzTV channel aired
several music videos by the
Belarusian rock band Lyapis
Trubetskoi, which is unofficially

banned on local television, and it
was followed by 10 minutes of
pornographic footage, much to the
chagrin of the audience, said
investigators.

According to reports, the man
fled the channel's building after his
act. According to a source in
Belarus's law enforcement
agencies, the suspect, an employee
of the channel, was detained in
Mogilev city and has been brought

to Minsk. He is already being
interrogated. A newspaper quoted a
spokesperson for the Belarusian
investigative committee as saying
the suspect explained he was
depressed after arguing with his
girlfriend.

A criminal case has been filed
against the man for public showing
of pornography and he faces up to
four years in prison if charged and
convicted.

Angry with lover,
TV staffer airs porn!
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It is names of some hotels across
the globe that are scaring the
tourists from elsewhere.

According to an interesting report
appeared in Daily Mail, some
of the names are scary while
others leave you red-faced!
Take for example this  Nevada
gambling joint, about a mile
east of the Las Vegas Strip,
actually well known and caters
to locals, it name is Terrible
Hotel!

It is in fact called Terrible's
Hotel and Casino and has been
operating under its current
incarnation since a $65million
buyout and renovation by the
family which owns the Terrible
Herbst chain of petrol stations.

Another hotel named Baltic
Bitch Hotel, apparently somewhere
in Russia, on the other hand,
appears to be an awful malapropism

accidentally inserted in place of
the English word 'beach'.

Closer home in India, the
Hotel Swastika, sounds
unappealing to

Westerners. But
consider that before the symbol's
appropriation by Adolf Hitler's Nazi
regime it was an ancient Sanskrit

symbol meaning 'to be
good' and you may
change your mind about
staying there.

China has a
deservedly awful
reputation with
English-language
signs, and the

stomach-churning Resist
Bacteria Hotel is no exception.

Germany's Hotel Fux, on the
other hand, sounds like the ideal
location for a romantic weekend
away.

Unfortunate
HOTEL names!

While some of hotels'
amusing names stem

from mistranslation or
cultural

misunderstanding,
other guest-house
proprietors really

ought to have
known better
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It was real bad time for a pervert
policeman as his act of sending
a picture of his penis to a person

he believed was a 15-year-old girl
landed him in trouble. According to
reports, PC Anthony Fellows, 26,
denied sending the sexually explicit
photograph.

The officer, who has been a
police constable for four years, was
arrested last month and suspended

from duty by West Midlands Police,
says a report in Huffington Post.

He appeared at Birmingham
Magistrates Court charged with
'attempting to cause a child aged 13
to 15 to watch or look at an image
of sexual activity' under the
Criminal Attempts Act 1981. The
offence allegedly took place
between October 19 and November
11 last year.

Sue Swan, defending, said:
'The girl in question has not been

able to be traced, and the person
who reported the crime has no
details of the girl. 'It appears that the
girl in question didn't actually exist,
so Mr Fellows didn't expose any
youngster to inappropriate content.'
Fellows, from Rugeley,
Staffordshire, spoke only to confirm
his name and address during the 10
minute hearing.

He was bailed and ordered to
return to Birmingham Crown Court
on June 14.

Cop sends wrong pic,
lands in trouble
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She is all of six years, and like
any other little girls of her age,

she loves dressing up, collecting
teddy bears and singing along to
Justin Bieber. The only difference is
that she is a millionaire who has
taste for the finer things in life.

She is Isabella Barrett,
America’s wiz kid, who has made it
big through TV reality show
Toddlers and Tiaras. The little star
now owns a range of jewellery and
has already raked in more than most
of us could dream of earning in a
lifetime. According to the Mirror,
instead of clamouring for trips to
McDonald's or the sweet shop,
Isabella likes to order filet  mignon
steak or lobster from room service
in five-star hotels and her
wardrobes are stuffed full of
custom-made $10,000 dresses and
 designer shoes.

Mirror reports: “What’s not to

like about being a millionaire?” she
says. “I’m a superstar, I have my
own  jewellery line and I just love
being the boss. I never lose at
anything and  almost every pageant
I enter, I win. But what I love more
than anything is shoes. I have over
60 pairs.”

Two years ago, when Isabella
was just four, mum Susanna, 39,
discovered her youngest daughter’s
potential after entering her in her
first beauty pageant. Susanna says:
“Before we knew it we were
winning every competition and had
been picked to appear on Toddlers
and Tiaras. Bella fell in love with all
the glitz and glamour and was a
natural performer.

“Now she owns her own
business and already has enough
money in the bank to secure her
future.”

Susanna has answer to those
who criticise her for “sexualising”
her daughter and making so much
money from her.  “At a certain point
at the start when Bella was winning
all the time, I’ll admit I did get
caught up in it all and had to stop
and say to myself, ‘Am I doing this
for myself or for Bella?’” Susanna
was quoted as saying.

According to US law, Susanna

and her husband Antonio must save
a percentage of Isabella’s income,
money she will not be allowed to
touch until she is at least 18. But the
mum admits it’s hard not to spoil
her little girl and confesses she’s
 already developing some rather
extravagant tastes.

Her bedroom is every girl’s
dream and has its own throne-style
chair and feather boas and
Swarovski crystals adorn
everything, says the report.
Isabella’s biggest extravagance is
room service at luxury  hotels. “We
travel so much to enter pageants,
she really has developed a taste for
five-star hotels and loves being
waited on,” Susanna was quoted.

The child
millionaire
Instead of clamouring for trips to McDonald's or the
sweet shop, Isabella likes to order filet  mignon steak
or lobster from room service in five-star hotels and

her wardrobes are stuffed full of custom-made
$10,000 dresses and  designer shoes
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